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Ways Individuals Add to the Conversation: 

• Volunteers: Individuals add to the conversation as they have an idea to share.
• Strategic Selection:  Call on non-volunteers to build equitable participation.
• Random Selection:  Use cards or popcicle sticks to call on individuals to contribute.
• Speaker’s Choice:  The student who speaks selects the next person to build on or respond to their idea.
• Toss the Ball: The student with the ball speaks, then tosses it to any student who will build on or respond 

to that idea.The ball keeps moving as long as students respond to one another to add ideas, agree or 
disagree. The teacher is silent in this conversastion until the ball comes back to the teacher. 
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Think-Pair-Share:  Ask any question, and specify which partner will speak first.  Partners first think silently about 
their response and then discuss it together.  Some report to the whole class.  Also try these variations: 

• Think-Write-Pair-Share: Make any independent writing activity interactive by having students first write
idea(s), and then discuss with a partner. Some then report to the whole group.

• Think-Pair-Write-Share: To activate schema and support students before writing, have partners discuss
their ideas before having silent time to write them down.  Some individuals then report whole group.

• Think-Pair Dialogue-Share: To teach a specific discourse skill, model and post expectations for student 
interaction.  Include multiple steps partners share in a discussion task.  For example: A reads the question. B 
answers the question and provides justification.  A agrees, and adds justification, or disagrees and shares a 
different response.  If there is disagreement, partners continue discussing to reach agreement or decide both 
responses are valid.

Barrier Game:  Put a file folder, or other barrier between partners.  Give each partner the same items to manipulate.  
Partner A lays out the items in a specific way, then describes the layout to a partner. Partner B listens and asks 
clarifying questions in order to lay out the items on his/her side in the same way.  Use for sequencing pictures or text, 
or constructing with manipulatives.   
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Talking chips:  Ask a question to elicit discussion. Each member receives the same number of chips (plastic 
markers, pennies…). Each time a member contributes to the conversation, he or she tosses a chip into the center of 
the table.  Once individuals have used up their chips, they no longer speak. Continue discussion until all members 
have exhausted their chips.  

Pass the stick: At each table group, students pass a “talking stick” or other class adopted object to designate 
the speaker. When holding the stick, each student takes a turn contributing to the conversation.    

Numbered heads: Have students at the table count off so each has a number 1, 2, 3, etc. Ask a question to elicit 
discussion at all table groups. When time is up, select a number and have that number form each table to report to the 
class. 

Color-coded Writing: At each table group, give each student a unique color marker.  Give students a task to 
brainstorm a list, or write a short paragraph (using target language objectives).  Have students collaborate in 
discussing and writing the task.  Require that every student (marker color) contribute.  
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Collaborative Brainstorm: Ask any question that elicits a range of possible short answers. First, students write 
one or more of their own responses. Then, the teacher sets a time limit (3-7 minutes) and has students mingle to 
share responses with different individuals in the room. Students write each new idea they hear in a different box. 

Inside circle/outside circle: Students stand in two concentric circles: half the students are on the outside facing in, 
half are on the inside circle facing out.  Every student in the outside circle has a partner in the inside circle.  Teacher 
ask any question that elicits a range of possible short answers. Partners discuss. When the teacher calls “rotate,” 
students in the inside circle take a step to the right (clockwise) to change partners.  Have students share the same 
answer with 3-5 partners (for open ended questions) or ask a different question before each rotation. 

Traveling 4-by-4: First, have students stand in groups of four around the periphery of the room. Number students in 
each group from 1 to 4. Next ask a question for all the small groups to discuss at the same time. After the discussion 
time, the teacher then calls a number between one and four. All students with that number rotate one group to the right 
(clockwise) and summarize their last group’s ideas with their new group. The teacher moves around the room to 
check for understanding during this discussion time.  
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